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by roger stern

(In our last issue, FOOM presented the first
part of a landmark interview with Jarvis, the man
who for the past eleven years has been the sole

sevant of the mighty Avengers. In that first
segment, Mr. Jarvis gave his recollections of the
Avengers ear t meetings, told of the changing
aspects of the Avengers, and commented upon
their abilities to function over periods of such
change. Our interview now continues.)

FOOM: Jarvis, we know that your official title is
that of butler to the Avengers. However, since
you are the Avengers' only domestic, we're a
bit curious as o' just what that job entails. tails.
Jarvis: Well, | am, of course, officially in charge
of the mansion's maintenance. However, that
occupies very little of my time, thanks to Mr.
Stark’s foresight. His townhouse, you see, is

equipped with a unique air condition-
ing/filtration system that renders the

building nearly dust-free. Most furnish-

ings, carpets, and the like are made

from special synthetic substances that

make for easy cleaning. Of course, thelive-in Aven-
gers arrange their own quarters as they see fit and
handle their own cleaning, though | sometimes step
in with an assist when members are occupied with
some weighty mission. All told, | should say that
cleaning rarely takes more than a few hours of my
time every month. That would vary, of course. Oh, and
that doesn't include cleaning in the kitchen and pan-
try!I'm very fastidious aboutconditions therel I've of-
ten spent an entire afternoon just polishing the silver.
F: What about major repairs?

J: Most major repair work is handled by a crew






from Stark Industries or by the Avengers them-
selves, although we have on occasion made use
of a bonded construction firm. The Avengers' line
of work being what it is, I'm afraid we've gone
through a few walls in our time.

F:  What is your insurance coverage like?

J: Well, the mansion did have a special policy
with Lloyds of London. However, after the Hulk
first rampaged through it, even Lloyds had sécond
thoughts. Eventually the policy was dissolved
through mutual agreement. Property loss and
damage is now covered for solely by Stark Indus-
tries. | hear that Mr. Stark gets an unbelievable
tax write-off from itl But we're getting away
from the subject again, aren’t we?

F:Uh, yes. We'd like to know more about your
dums other than the maintenance..
Ji..which takes very lttle time...
.35 you said...

Ji Yes!" Well, you might say | am a special
liason between the Avengers and the outside world.
If the Avengers wish to make a public announce-
ment, | am usally the one who contacts the
media. | m

J: Oh, everyone has their favorites! Thor is
fond of mead. That's rather hard to come by,
but | have managed to find a few brands of ale
and stout that seem to please him. Miss Wanda
has a weakness for crepes suzette. And ever
since Mantis has been among us, I've kept a
number of macrobiotic dishes on hand. You see,
the Avengers are like a second family to me. |
like to see that they are well fed!

F: Well, Jarivs, we know that you've faithfully
served the Avengers since their beginning. But
isn't it true that you once betrayed them to
to the Masters of Evil?

J:  Oh, dear. | was afraid you might mention
that!

F: We don’t mean to cause you any embarass-
ment. If you'd rather..

J:  Oh, no! | suppose I'd better talk about it.
It has bothered me quite a bit from time to time,
but talking is the only release. Secrecy can be a
frightful burden! You see, it all began with my
mother’s illness. She had been unwell for some
tlme and an operation was really the only answer.

1 handle mosl of the Avengers mail, and | keep
solicators away from the door. | also greet
dignitaries and announce those visitors who allow
themselves to be announced?
> How many visitors won't allow themselves
to be announced?
J: Too manyl
F:  That sounds like quite a job in itself!
J: Oh, not really. You see, my main job is seeing
to the dietary needs of the Avengers. | keep my
pantry well-stocked, and I'm ready for anything
. from a light afternoon tea to dinner for twenty
at just a few minutes notice.
F: You handle it all yourself?
J: 1 do. There was one occasion..Mr & Mrs
Pym’s wedding...that | arranged for a caterer.
The resulls were somewhat less than desirable !
rers were the Circus of Crime in dis-
gww—Tlmy} I've handled all the cooking ever

By o faced i large banquet very
often?

J: (Laughs) Oh, no! Fortunately not! As a
matter of fact, the Avengers’ rigorous life style
usually demands something fast and light. Indeed,
Mr. Pym has developed a high-protein compound
that's kept on hand for use by the Avengers when-
ever they're in the midst of important: work.
Itis fairly tasty. Still, I'm glad they don’t adhere
10 it as a regular diet. The Avengers are all hearty
eaters, and they just aren’t satisfied with synthetic
foodstuffs. In fact, | keep several special items
on hand.

F: Such as?

the operation was a terribly ex-
pensive one! Quite beyond my means, I'm afraid!
So, | began to consider ways of faising the funds.
| tried several of the finer banks, but | was always
turned down. Butling for the Avengers is con-
sidered a high-risk profession, you see. Several
of the bankers were most understanding, but some-
how none of them could see fit to bend the rulés.
It was then that | received a message that pur-
ported to be from an old acquaintance. It said
that | might find a solution to my problem if |
made a certain contact. Well, | made it all right.
But the individual who was waiting for me was
the Crimson Cowl...the one who later revealed
himself to be Ultron-5. As | stood before him, he
explained that the money | needed would be
mine. All | had to do was turn over the plans to
the Avengers’ security system. At first 1 was
aghast! But as the Cowl spoke | saw that | could
accept the blackguard’s money and let him plan
his traps. | would inform the Avengers then,
and they would put him to flight. But, | was
weak. | foolishly got myself into a situation where
| could be captured. | was actually manipulated
into posing as the Crimson Cowl! Had it not been
for the intervention of the Black Knight, | hate
to think what might have happened!

F: Why didn’t you warn the Avengers in advance?
J: L.I'm not sure. And that bothers me. That
should have been the first thing on my mind!
In fact, | probably should have approached Mr.
Stark about financing my mother’s operation,
but | didn’t. Too proud, | guess.No, instead | was
secretive. | hid and plotted, | deceived my
employers. Even now | am shocked at my own



depravity! It was as though | had a mental block
ort, a block to keep me from warning
them. Mr. Pym has told me that he feels Ultron
exercised some sort of control over me, but | can’t
accept that, He was merely being kind. No, it
was my own weakness that led me to betray the
Avengers...and yet they forgave me! Surely |
shall always be in their debt.
(INTERVIEWER'S NOTE: Upon reading a tran-
script of this interview, Professor Pym reaffirmed
his contention that Jarvis’ apparent betrayal was
more the product of Ultron’s hypnotic talents than
due to any weskness i in Jdarvis” charcaer Citing

Niion, by phikec rhaz anyone under sovere

emotional strain...such as Jarvis undoubtably was.

would have been easily mesmerized by the robot.)
And certainly they did forgive you....and

saw to your mother’s operation as well. How is

she, by the way?

J: "0, quite wel, thank you! Yes, the operation

was 100% effective. Mother is in the bes

health. In fact, | daresay she is in better shane

than many women half her age.

F: Aslong as we're on the subject of your family,

would you mind if we asked a personal question?

J: Well, | should think that would depend on

how personal your question is! (laughs)

s just that our research says you were

mm e atsed n the Broms. Yot you sound so...

So British?

Yes.

F:
J: Well, that's not a totally unfamiliar question!
ch ar from being the first to question

origins! My dominant accent stems from
the fact that my parents were British...originally
from Walsall to be exact! They emigrated to the
United States in the early 20's and settled in
the Bronx. | was born shortly afterwards. We
were a very strong family circle, which | suppose
would account for my retention of the accent Still,
I doubt that | would still have it today if it
were not for the war.

You're speaking of the Second World War?
Ji Yes. When the war broke out in Europe,
| kissed Mother good-bye and hopped the first
freighter for England. | was only in my early
teens, but | was big for my age! So, with the
help of some old family friends | was able to
work my way into the RAF. | didn't return to
the States until the late 40's. Those ten years
of work for old John Bull caused my accent to
become firmly entrenched.
F: It would seem your past is much more color-
ful than we suspected!
J: Oh, hardly! | was merely doing what | felt
1| must do. Everyone has done me same at one
time or another...in their own
F: Uh, we seem to be straying from the subject

again. Earlier we were talking about the Avengers
as a team. Would you say that there is some sort
of interdependency that binds the Avengers to-
gether?

J: No, | would not. Some might think it odd,
but exch and every Avenger has shways been
much an individual in his or her own
ight They have had disagreements and arguments..
we spoke of such before...they are a matter
of public record. But all of the Avengers share a
basic sense of justice...of freedom...and of the
underlying dignity of humanity.
F: Yet surely you must admit that humanity
has often been anything but gratefull It was just
recently that some lunatic fringe group tried o
destroy the Vision...and just because he and the
Searlet Witch had publicly revealed thei love.
J: Yes, | must admit to a bit of worry over the

Vision and Miss Wanda. Their love was not just
any overnight revelation, you know! | could
see it growing for months. And that such a hate
could rise against it so rapidly! And the epithets
they have thrown against the Vision have been
sounthinking...soirrational. The Vision is obviously
human to anyone who should care enough to
investigate!

F: Could you elaborate a little for us, Jarvis?

J:Yes, | suppose | should explain! The Vision
is literally a man without a past...and | don’tuse
the term “man” lightly! In my opinion, the
Vision is most certainly a human bemq Physically
he iy be a synthetic being, but his mind is
Y Tn “foch it ‘could setualy be that his
state makes him more human than
e rest uf us. Imagine...in the Vision is the fully
functioni d of a human being...a human

mind functioning much more rationally than

et Hocauia of the manner of its contain-
The Vidon s 2 mind in & body human

mough to allow human functioning, and n

human enough to avoid falling prey to petty

circumstances.

F:" o that makes hifn more human?

More human in an overall sense. To some
e general public he might seem
unreal because he is immune to everyday minor
annoyances...to many minor pains and complaints.
He requires no sleep. Some would say that this

He obvlously d»sp!ws emotion...even in his voice!

e uneanhlyv Chilling?
Wel..yes.

, but you only think that because you've
never ekpenenced such a voice before! The
Vision's speech is the most evenly modulated
in existance! Mr. Pym ran a voicegraph on him
once and he found patterns that had been until
that time unknown. And vet, there is feeling...
there is_emotion in the Vision's voice. However,
you have to know him to recognize it. The nuances

ice are very, very subtle.

3 , you would be one in a position
1o recognize them. Tell us, Jarvis, has the Vision
been at all close with anyone at Avengers Mansion?
J: Olher than Miss Wanda, you mean?

gz Well | daresay he has been a very goo«
friend to me. After Captain America first left
the Avengers, the others were often too busy
for wversation. Oh, there was no snobbery
intended! It was just that..well...the Avengers
were all so young and flighty ! Mr. Pym was the
only really level-headed Avenger around for a
while...and he was always in the midst of some
experiment. They were just all very much wrauped
up in their own affairs. But when th
joined, things changed. As | said before, h as
no real need for sleep. He's constantly thinking...
and such heavy thought often calls for... nay,
demands...conversation. Many is the time he's
visited the pantry in the wee small hours. | often
keep a late schedule, and o we naturally became
good friends. Compare it to two old warhorses
who regularly get together for chess. That's
perhaps a poor analogy, but it sums up my feelings
best. You know, | must admit that | harbored
a few doubts about the Vision’s humanity when
he first became an Avenger. But those discussions
in the pantry quickly changed my mind. The
jon is quite a philosopher, you know. But then,
that's not suprisng when you consider his unique
lace in societ

Do vou think that soiety will ever totally
accept the Vision?




J: Ultimately society will have to accept the
Vision...or society will fall. To deny him is to
deny rational thought. What difference does it
make if a man walking the street has an artificial
organ o an artificial body? It's the mind that
counts. Our laws will undoubtedly recognize that
one day. Society will have to follow suit. After
all, the Avengers are accepted in society.

F:  Are they? It would seem that Quicksilver and
the Scarlet Witch have had their problems from
time to time.

J: Ummm, yes, you're quite right, I'm afraid.
1t's that blasted unreasoning fear of the unknown!
1t's always struck me as odd that in a supposedly
advanced world such as ours the public could so
readily accept the existence of a Norse diety,
and vet deny the humanity of some mutated
fellow humans! | can’t hope to know what
the answer is. Perhaps it's just a case of horrifying
semantics. Admittedly the word “mutant” does
have a ring of deviance about it. But really we're
all mutants when compared to an idealized

norm, aren't we?
That still doesn’t mean the whole of society

is prepared to accept and welcome extreme dif-
ferences.
J: True, t00 true! Still | have my hopes. And
much of the hope is centered in the Avengers. |
firmly believe that groups such as the Avengers,
through their existence alone, help the general
public increase their tolerance levels. If an android
saves your life, you are less likely to hate androids...
at least, not all androids. And if a group made of
such an odd conglomerate of beings as the
Avengers can work for the common good...even
insuring the safety of humanity on occasion...well,
I'm sure you'll admit that the Avengers help make
the little differences bearable.

: Sort of the old meltingpot concept on
an international scale.
J: Perhaps on an even larger scale than that!
In the final tally, it just may be that a victory
over intolerance...even a partial one...could be
the Avengers’ greatest contribution to the world.
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Welcome once more to the mighty world of Marvall We were
going to have an introduction right here explaining how
Marvel is the bestselling comic book company in the world,
about how Marvel’s staff is growing at an unbelievable rate,
and about how Marvel publishes more titles than any other
company. But we figure that if you're reading this magazine,
you already know about the wonder of Marvel magic, so we
won't bore you with the facts. Just read on!

With a tip of the hat and a wave of the hand we
must bid a fond farewell to the editorial guidance
of Rascally Roy Thomas, who has decided that
after all these years, what he really wants to do
is write. His creative thirst unslaked by the writing
of his myriad CONAN stories, Roy has decided
to step down from his position of Editor-in-Chief
in order to pursue his favorite task in comics—
scripting. We're not sure exactly which series the
Rascally One will be taking over the writing chores
of yet— but you can be sure that, whatever it is,
there'll be a huge dose of Thomas magic added!
To fill the vacuum left by the editorial loss of the
Rascally One, we've commandeered the best of
the Marvel crop. Marvelous Marv Wolfman has
assumed the post of coordinating editor for the
black and whites, while Lilting Len Wein has taken
the same job for the color books. It may seem to
you like we can make these changes with ease, but
it really took a lot of cogitation on Stan's part
before he was able to choose the right person
for the right job. We wish both Len and Marv the
best of luck, and hope that they carry on in
Marvel’s best traditions!
For those of you who love scarfing down  these
and the other news items as listed in our various
mags, we've got a surprise— we've added more!
Eve(v issue of each of our large-sized black and
ite magazines features a Bullpen Page just
chock full of ficbits of gossip— for those of you
who love to be on top of the news!
You just can't keep a good LeMond down!
Most of you have already seen the pulse-pounding

premiere issue of PHOTO NEWS FEATURES—
the first issue of which featured a close-up look
at the monster of the century— Adolph Hitler!
So get ready for our second glimpse at the past;
but don't be surprised to see that this time
around it's devoted to one of the great American
heroes of all time— F.D.R.

Your welcome reception to the PLANET OF
THE APES has been so overwhelming that we've
decided to take a chance and make it monthly!
You may be wanderlng— ““Can Marvel handle it?""
Well, face i when you've got the greatest
Bullpen of amsts writers and editors ever assem-
bled by any comic company, it's easy to do the
impossible!

And now for alook at the latest batch of our giant-
sized books...

In the pages of GIANT-SIZE DRACULA #4 you'll
be thrilled to “Let It Bleed,” courtesy of David
Anthony Kraft and Don Heck (with an able assist
from an as-yet unknown inker). A bizarre series
of circumstances will draw the Count to Devils
Lake, North Dakota, to battle— what? We can't
give away the ending, but just let us assure you

. that Dracula may be facing the one threat to his

reign as Prince of Darkness that'll really give him
a run for his blood-money ! (And don’t be surprised
if you spot a Dave Kraft running through the
streets of North Dakota— ‘cause that's his home
this terror tome /s dated in the

The artist/writer team of Len Wein and PRich
Buckler will be bringing you the only super-villain



who is a crowd scene in himself. Madrox the
Multiple Man will be exploding in the pages of
GIANT-SIZE FANTASTIC FOUR. But just ‘cause
our villain's always multiplying, it doesn't mean
that the number of issues on the stands will— so
be sure to rush and get a copy of the latest issue
before they're all snatched up.

GIANT-SIZE MAN-THING #3 features “The Blood
of Kings,” brought to you by the swampy pens and
pencils of John Buscema and Steve Gerber. But it
doesn’t stop there— we've got more! Howard the
Duck lives! Be sure to read the seven page backup
feature by Steve Gerber and Frank Brunner! But
watch out for the future— 'cause we're making
Howard 2 regular feature in the book!

For all of you who've been clamoring for a return
to the good old days, Spider-man will team up with
Doc Savage in the pages of GIANT-SIZE SPIDER-
MAN #3. Written by Gerry Conway, drawn by
Ross Andru, our two heroes face the “Secret
From Beyond Time.”

The Rascally One will be scripting an issue of
GIANT-SIZE AVENGERS over a plot by Steve
Englehart. Watch for a step forward in characteriza-
tion as Dave Cockrum and our sterling scripters
present more secrets behind Mantis and the Vision.
And watch out for Imortus!

avenans COMICS GROUP.
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Steve Gerber and Jim Starlin team up in the pages
of GIANT-SIZE DEFENDERS as our titanic team
become pawns at the hands of the Grandmaster!
Guest-starring Daredevil, this one is sure to be a
winner! (We're tempted to make a chess-related pun
here, but we'll restrain ourselves.)

Doug Moench and artists Don Perlin and Sal Trapani
take us back to Transylvania for a visit to “Castle
Curse,” in the pages of GIANT-SIZE WEREWOL F
#3,in order to_glimpse more of Jack Russell’s
strange history. There's a shock surprise ending to
this one, so you'll just have to pick it up for your-
self. Nyah! The following issue features “When the
Moon Dripped Blood,” a horror story by Doug in
the Lovecraftian vein, plus a twenty-five page story
in which the Werewolf meets Morbius. This issue is
all new, effendi, so don't miss i

(And let us not forget that G/ ANT-SIZE CONAN,
features Conan in “The Haunter of the Pit,”
by Thomas, Kane, and Sutton. It's gonna be a
great issue! Thomas promises!)

Now that we've gotten our news stories out of the
way, let's head on to our capsule comments on
the rest of our marvelous mags...

ADVENTURE INTO FEAR: Doug Moench, Frank
Robbins and Frank Giacoia serve up a tale of life
and love, as Morbius, the Living Vampire, asks the




question, “And What Of A Vampire's Blood?
Next comes “A Stillborn Genesis” which will end
the six-part epic started by Steve Gerber these
many months ago. Look forward to the future, as
a new surprise penciller makes his debut.
AMAZING ADVENTURES: Written by Don Mc-
Gregor and pencilled, inked and colored by Craig
Russell, “The Death-Merchant of Chicago,” begins
to reveal the secrets behind Killraven's strange
psychic powers. All you fans of Don’s fantastic
females will be glad to see the origin of Volcana
Ash— but watch out— ‘cause she burns like crazy!
(Don't blame me. / didn't write this thing—
MARV WOLFMAN) Next we witness “The Day
The Monuments Shattered,” which Don tells us
will be very experimental in style, and most
probably the hardest comic story he’s ever at-
tempted! This will end the Death/Birth series to
leave us open for the theme of the following: an
allorigin issue! Find out the truth behind Hawk
and Grok!

ASTONISHING TALES! Battle on the Statue of
Liberty, as DEATHLOK, the Demolisher faces

“The Fury of the War-Wolf!"” This one was written
by Rich Buckler with a plotting assist by Doug
Moench. Look out for a BIG change in Deathlok’s
life (or can it be even called that?).

THE AVENGERS: There are plotlines aplenty in
the upcoming issues of this magazine, and Steve
Englehart, Sal Buscema, and Joe Staton have been
hired to take you there. In a story continued in
GIANT-SIZE AVENGERS # 3, the Avengers are
trapped in the Caverns of Limbo, and meet Wonder
Man, Midnight, Baron Zemo, and Frankenstein.
But how, you may be asking, can the Avengers have
a runin with dead superheros? The answer to
that question can only be seen in the pages of
THE AVENGERS #1321 Next, our favorite super-
team travels through time to explore the history
of the universe to discover the origins of Mantis
and her role s the celestial Madonna. PLUS: Moon
Dragon! (And don't forget that THE AVENGERS
#132 will be scripted by Roy Thomas over Steve's
plot!) And watch out for Wanda's new costume!
CAPTAIN AMERICA: Steve Englehart and Frank
Robbins continue leading Captain America as
Nomad on his quest for self-realization. With the
destruction of the Serpent Squad, a new menace
arises to face Cap— or should we say an old
menace? Whatever happens, this is sure to be one
of the greatest battle scenes in comic literature .
Don't forget to pick up issue #183— it's a land-
mark issue in Captain America's career!
CAPTAIN MARVEL: Due to mighty Marvel may-
hem, one issue of CAPTAIN MARVEL will be a
partial ‘eprint, recapping Cap’s origin. The framing
device for this story has been written by Steve
Englehart and_drawn by Al Milgrom, Al Weiss, and
a horde of faithful regulars. After this issue, the
Captain journeys to the moon and meets— the
Watcher!

CONAN: John Buscema and the Crusty Bunkers
lead Conan directly to the “Demon of Dark
Valley!” Roy Thomas reminds us that reading a
book inked by the Crusties is like playing a game.
Since almost twenty different artists belong to the
semi-organized group, many different styles of
inking can be found in a story— even in a single
panel.. See if you can tell them all apart!
CREATURES ON THE LOOSE: Another new
MAN-WOLF scripter in this issue! David Anthony
Kraft assumes the writing chores from Tony
Isabella, and leads our favorite werewolf (Jack
Russell fans, beware) on a chase through the
mountains of Georgia which ends up in Tallulah
Gorge. With art by George Perez and Klaus
Janson, a whole new twist is added, to this series,
as new characters join the crew roster with issue
#34. (And Dave has threatened to kill the entire
editorial staff of FOOM if we forget to_mention
that there will be no more reprints in CREATURES
ON THE LOOSE~ there’s now a full eighteen pages
of MAN-WOLF in each issue! So come on, Davy,
call off your hounds!)
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DAREDEVIL: Steve Gerber's last issue is # 117,
after which Chris Claremont will script an issue
from one of Steve's plots. Shanna, the She-Devil
queststars as DD fights the Owl, in “MindTap!”
After a fillin issue by Gerry Conway and Don
Heck, Tony lsabella will take over the writing
chores with Bob Brown back at the helm. In
“They're Tearing Down Fogwell’'s Gym,” we get a
glimpse at some of Matt Murdocks childhood.
Plus: A return of an old n a new form!
And watch out for— The Vindicator! (Tony
reminds us that we should mention that all
HYDRA fans should pick up DD #120 which in-
cludes Nick Fury and his agents of SHIELD.
Don't miss itl)

DEFENDERS: With Luke Cage as guest-star. The
Defenders battle the Wrecking Crew in the heart
of Harlem for possession of a miniature Gamma-ray
Bomb. Written by Chris Claremont from a plot by
Len Wein, this Sal Buscemaillustrated tale is
entitled “Doomball!” PLUS: We will soon learn the
ominous secrets behind the Valkyrie, and delve
deeply into the background of Nighthawk, courtesy
of Steve Gerber!

FANTASTIC FOUR: In a fillin issue written by
Len Wein and Stan Lee and drawn by Bob Brown

and Dick Avers, the Fantastic Four face “The Man
in The Mystery Mask!"” Long-time Human Torch
fans will remember this villain from an old issue of
'STRANGE TALES, but new readers will enjoy it
just the same. Returning with Rich Buckler the
next issue is the Silver Surfer in a story entitled,
“Battle Royall” But why is the Surfer trying to
kill the Fantastic Four? Only Len Wein knows!

DR STRANGE: Under Steve Englehart’s able
hands, Doctor Strange is attacked by Umar. Mother
Nature gueststars in this Gene Colan pencilled
issue, as Clea battles for her life at the center of
the earth! PLUS: A special guestillain! And don't
forget to “Lift High the Veil of Fears!”
FRANKENSTEIN: Doug Moench and Val Mayerick
present Franky in “The Fury of the Night-
Creature!” More on Ralph and his father's lab
experiments. Meet I. C. O. N. and beware the
““Tactics of Death!”

GHOST RIDER: The Hulk cosstars in an issue
drawn by fill-in artist Sal Buscema titled “Deso-
lation Run,” which also introduces Ghost Rider
on a new cycle. Another fill-in artist, Herb Trimpe,
follows, bringing back his favorite World War
Two flying Ace, the Phantom Eagle. Jim Mooney
returns with the issue # 14, bringing with him a
new set of characters. PLUS: The Trapster! (And
let us not forget Tony Isabella, the man who's
responsible for scripting these timeless tomes!)
HULK: Bruce Banner must beware, for there is a
“Shadow in the Land!” Len Wein continues in
his supposedly god-given task of tying up every
Marvel loose-end in existence. Hulk battles Kaa,

DWELL. After that you'll learn the mysterious
secret that'’s been plaguing Glean Talbot— in
“Deathknell I’ But be careful what you believe—
cause Len has so many plot twists up his sleeves
that we're thinking of making him wear only T-
shirts!

JRON MAN: George Tuska still puts out a story
or two, even though he’s loaded down with the
monthly PLANET OF THE APES. Now, that's
dedication!

JUNGLE ACT/ON: The Black Panther comes face
to face with “The God Killer!” Co-starring Sombre.
and Killmonger, this issue has been pencilled by
Billy Graham and inked by Craig Russell. PLUS:
The secret behind the Man-Apel NEXT: The
Jungle Lord battles creatures from beyond time
as he learns that “There Are Serpents Lurking
in Paradise!”

KAZAR: Gerry Conway and John Buscema team
up to place the Jungle Lord in one of the greatest
predicaments of his lifetime in ““Ride The Deadly.



Rapids,” as Kazar is about to be offered in
sacrifice to the River-God. Ka-Zar must risk his
life as he goes *““Down into the Volcano !

MAN-THING: All natural mystery fans will enjoy
“'Red Sails at 40,000 Feet,” as Man-Thing accident -
ally enters the Bermuda Triangle and runs into an
airriding pirate ship. Drawn by John Buscema
and written by Steve Gerber, this story deals
with satyrs and reincarn With issue # 14,
the artistic reins of the strip slip to Alfredo Alcala
as all fans of Simon Garth from TALES OF THE
ZOMBIE will be glad to hear.

MARVEL PREMIERE: Tony Isabella and Arvell
Jones takes over as a team, and lead /RON FIST
against the murderous master of kick-fighting,
Batroc the Leaper, who many of you may remember
from a horde of old Captain America yarns (and
who will be appearing in this months issue of
DEADLY HANDS OF KUNG FUl This team's
premiere issue will feature more villains than Tony
Isabella has typing fingers. (On second thought,
maybe that's not such a good comparison.) This
issues co-starring villains are the Ninja and the
Death-Cult, so be prepared for lots of action.
PLUS: Watch out for the— Living Goddesses!

MARVEL SPOTLIGHT: Steve Gerber and Gene

Colan continue leading Damian Hellstrom through
the heights of exorcism... but who is beingpossessed ?
PLUS: A mystical romp through a deck of Tarot
Cards... with a death in the offing!

MARVEL TWO-IN-ONE: Steve Gerber and Sal
Buscema team up Ben Grimm with the Valkyrie in
her continuing quest for her own identity. Dr.
Strange has a cameo role as he ties up the loose
ends from the previous issue. This story ends in
THE DEFENDERS #20, so be sure to read this
issue first. Future team ups include the Falcon,
Iron Fist, and the Silver Surfer.

MASTER OF KUNG FU: In what has got to be
one of the most confusing stories of all time. Walt
Simonson, Jim Starlin, Al Migrom, and Al Weiss
pencilled an issue of MASTER OF KUNG FU
which Sal Trapani actually had the nerve to be
able to ink! Watch for “The Night of the Assassin!”
Meet the “Daughter of Darkness,” Shang-Chi’s
half sister!

MONSTERS OF THE MOVIES: Make sure you
don‘t buy this issue under the influence of a full
moon— ‘cause this time around we're taking a
close look at werewolves! Larry Talbot lives!
PLANET OF THE APES: Now Monthly! What
more can we say?




POWER MAN: Luke Cage meets the “Planners of
Bedlam,” as he enters Security City. In a two-part
story, he teams up the NEW Goliath to battle the
Fingmaster and his Circus of Crime. PLUS: The
secret of Claire Temple!

SPIDER-MAN: Spidey faces the end of the most
terrible journey of his life as he_lears the secret
of the Jackal PLUS: Beware “The Day of The
Grizly!" Be patient, tiger, all things are revealed
to he who waits! (And watch for the long-awaited
return of Mysterio!) Guess who's the victim of a
political kidnapping— JJJ!

SPIDEY SUPER STORIES: For the younger readers
in the audience, we present the easy to read
adventures of Spider-man as he fights the Ring-
master and his Circus of Crime. PLUS: Mysterio,
master of magic and mystery!

STRANGE TALES: The Golem is under attack as
he faces a “Doomsday for a Demi-God!” This

was written by Mike Friedrich and pencilled by
Tony DeZuniga, and features the premiere of a
new inker— Steve Austin! Now before you start
making jokes about Six Million Dollar Men, we'll
just have to inform you that his inking is no joke!
Be sure to catch his first appearance on the last
issue of this feature so you'll be able to say, “I
knew him when!” Watch out for future issues of
this title, for the Warlock lives! (Hint/ Hint!)
SUPERNATURAL THHILLERS In a full-length
tale we learn the origin of the Asp in, “The Sting
of the Asp!” With Val Mavenck inking his own

pencils, Zepher comes to earth, and the Elementals
take over Egypt! More magic from Tony “the
Tiger” Isabella.
THOR: Rich Buckler takes a muchneeded vacation,
s John Buscema and Dick Giordano perform the art
tioraeisole el fA) Cay oty farre
0 watch out for, “The Sky Above, The Pits

Belowt TITLES FOR e FUTURE:
From the Past,”"Lol The Raging Battlel,”’ **Mid-
gard in Flames!” (The Firelord uvss»
TOMB OF DRACULA: Marv Wolfman and Gene
Colan (Who else?) present “Vengeance s Mine,
Sayeth, the Vampirel” This issue features the
complete background of Taj. PLUS: In the near
future, more entries from Dracula’s journall
WAR IS HELL: John Kowdlski continues his life
after death activities in “Winter Killl” Written
by Chris Claremont, drawn by Don Perlin, and inked
by someone as yet unknown,our semi-dead friend
is transmigrated into a Finnish major intent on
saving his troops from the onrushing Russian
hordes on the mountains and plains of Eastern
Finland.
WEREWOLF BY NIGHT: Doug Moench and Don
Perlin present “An Eclipse of Evil " Jack Russell
tries to subdue the evil side of his Werewolf nature
with a serum which, of course, fails. Mr. Hyde lives
again! Topaz returns with “The Amazing Doctor
Glitternight!"”

Thatthe peva ¢ e soundlrm. B ore
next issue for more of the same useless tri




YOU HOLD
THELIVES |
OFTHESE___ |
EDITORS INC_
YOUR HANDS!

Tlm'- right, friends. These trembling husks of humanity are the editorial staff of the Marvel Comics
Group. They have a small problem: we can't afford to pay them! But neither can we allow a team of titanic
alonts ke thess 10 go work for the competition, now can we? The solution: kill them!

Only you can save them! Subscribe to one, two, or all of the magazine masterpleces listed in the
convenient coupon on this page. We'll even give you 10% off on your total order because you're a full-
fledged member of FOOM. If we get enough orders, we'll spare these worthy scions of Marveldom. If

not...
Blindfolds anyone?
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Publiher STAN LEE, flked by block and-white ditor MARVIN WOLFMAN
and Crazy writer STU SCHWARTZBE RG.

Nobody remembers exactly how it started. For years,
various members of the Marvel Bullpen had talked about
getting together a softball team and challenging our
fellow comics publishers. None of our plans ever got past
the talking stage.

Then somehow, suddenly and unexpectedly. it al
came together for us. Tt was June, 197:

Fifteen stalwart Marvelites trudged over to the Sheeps-
cadow section of Manhattan's Central Park with a
handful of balls, bats, and gloves. The roster read Iike
a who's who of Marveldom: Carla Conway, Gerry
Conway, Ed Hannigan, Tony Isabella, David Kraft, Biil
Mantlo. Bob McLeod, Phil Rachelson, Jean Th

of Phil's to even the sides out, the Bullpen picked up
sides and played nine innings of ... well, it was supposed

o resembe softball. We went home foling dosens of
unuscd ‘muscles in every part of ou

around for four days afterward. And, to quote a former,
television secret agent, “loving every minute of it.”

That was the start. All told, we played about 25 games
this summer. We played in pick-up games against each
other. We played whatever publishing outits were not
too embarrassed to take to the field against us. (Though
none of our fellow comics publishers ever accepted our
challenges.) We even had a game between the under 35-
years-old Bullpenners and the over 35 years-od crovd.
While the “kids™ was only a matter of staying
power. The “old-timers” dominated the scoring in the
first half of the game. The high point of the afternoon
was a grand slam home run by letterer Roger Slifer.

e games generated their own special kind of excite-

ment. We were often joined by friends of Marvel,
including folks who worked for other comic companics
like DC's Carl Gafford, Seaboard’s Steve Mitchell, and
Warren's Michelle Brand. They weren't going to let a
little thing like company loyalty keep them from enjoying
these afternoons on the field.

ome stars quickly emerged from the ranks. Herb
Trimpe proved to be the best all-around player, but
Archie Goodwin, Al Milgrom, and Doug Moench were
no slouches either. Stan Lee came to one practice session
and, while pitching, proved he could make the ball sit up
and'say “Mangog. Jack Abel, Mike Esposito, Frank
Giacoia, and Vinnie Colletta proved that our stable of
inkers were aforc to be reckoned with, while Linda Fie
Marcia Gloster, Debbie James, and Annette Kawecki
struck their blows for the erroncously-named weaker sex.
In all, over fifty editors, writers, artists, and production
workers attended. And it was beautiful to behold,
pilgrims.

Perhaps the best part of the whole shebang was that no
serious injuries resulted as a result of the game. In fact,
only two minor injuries resulted. Flo Steinberg injured
her foot avoiding a sliding Archie Goodwin while Tony
Isabella caught a fine drive. . .right between the eyes! Flo
limped off the field triumphantly and was fine the next
day. Tony was helped off the field and saved a broken
nose because his glasses absorbed the impact.

But battered, bruised, -sore, the Marvel
Bullpen did itself proud this summer. And next year,
now that we've discovered our strengths and weaknesses,
we're gonna take the whole softball world by storm!

In the meantime, though, wed ke to share with you
some photographic m cyon_ days,

{aken by Bruce Mittleman and Michele Wolfman. Enjoy,
sports-fans!
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LET'S 60 Guys!

' ONE MORE
TOUCHDOWN AND.
WEVE GOT IT MADE!

On th bonch (et to rigne

wo unknown spoctators,

AL MILGROM, MARV WOL FMAN,
MIKE KALUTA, LEN GROW

toehind Koluta), ROGER SLIFER,
TONY ISABELLA, GLYNIS WEIN.
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Assstant editor IRENE VARTANOFF.

Captivating photo comments
by Smiling Stan Lee himself!
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Production man MORRIE KURAMOTO.

STU SCHWARTZBERG, Tw‘eﬁ‘r?'t‘f":g‘ﬁg
— AGAINST Us--

As the baseball season ends, we
all look forward to the next spot-
lighted sport our valiant team-
members are about to begin
organizing—volleyball!

you next year, effendi!




WATCH OUT FOR THE

PROOFREADERS!

You'll know them by their “handles”, true believer. They're the deadliest bunch ever to wield a cor-
recting pencil. “Cheerful” Chris Claremont, the smiling killer. “/mpish” Irene Vartanoff. . .she’ll shoot
anybody for a laugh. Dave “the Dude” Kraft, the hit man with a heart. . .of steel. And now they want

you.
to subscribe to our ever-expanding line of color comics at a special-to-FOOM-members 10%
discount.
Now we're not sure how many subscriptions itll take to placate this mob. But don’t try to cut comers,
ya hear? After all, they've got your address!
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Okay, all you perhaps future comics craftsmen, here's
a FOOM-developed opportunity o see how you would
illustrate an honest-to-Galactus Marvel-style plot. We've
given you descriptions—the same kind of descriptions we
would give one of our artists—for a three-page Spider-
Man sequence. Pick one of the pages and draw it as if
you were Spidey's newest penciller. Send in the page to

the following address: DRAW THIS PAGE, Marvel

Comics, 575 Madison Ave., New York, N.Y. 10022.
we'll Judge the results on the basis of acmal dla\\ ing,
plot details, and i
of layout. Like our artists, you have a great deal of
freedom. You can add panels if it's necessary to your
layout, try different angles, maybe even add a few shots
of your own. We'll announce the winner in FOOM

MAGAZINE 9, so'tart on your entry tod:

‘The winning entry will receive an ur\gm'\l Spider-Man
drawing by John Romita and have his pencilled page
inked by Spider-Man’s incredible inker, Frank Giacoia.
The next two runner-ups will al y
drawings, by John Romita.

Okay, tiger. Read the plot and then do your thing!
Here's wishing you the best of luck.

SPIDER-MAN X “IF THIS BE BATTLE”
PAGETWO:
sequence gy The Bhiee's it
oblin Spidey
s stralning to break free.
PAGE THREE: helpless Spider-M;
fl romthe shyright ino the pah ofthe Rhlno. The
m-imﬁhu‘hhnmuﬂhﬂdq Spidey shoots a web and prepares o leave the unconsclous
Large p
bim fearfully. ‘and Ned Leeds.
if the A slides open and from the
room, using those metal arms like legs.




From deep within the bowels of the Marvel
empire, there comes a horrible sound like the
gnashing of teeth in the darkness. Some Bullpen
ners turn and nod at each other. It can only be
Tony Isabella going through the dozens of fan
artist drawings submitted for this page, agonizing
over his inhuman chore: to pick the very finest
works from all those excellent illustrations

for reproduction in

@@&&E@W

DOCTOR STRANGE by Rick V. Livingston
WARRIOR OF MARS by Rick V. Livingston
THE VISION VS. THE MAN-THING by Emie Stiner

Get in on the fun'! Send your drawings to:

FAN ART GALLERY
Marvel Comics

575 Madison Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10022







THE VOICE OF FOOM

We've been literally swamped with mail on FOOM MAGAZINE

#5 & #6, frantic ones. So,

without any delay, let’s diginto the

mail-sack and print a few representative comments.

Dear FOOM peopl

Nothing personal, but FOOM isstill  fairly.
Just because

My Son
didn’ understand the back cover fully.
Mike Yoarick

1700 Boruview Lone
Wintor Park, Florida 32789

Thanks for your comments, Mike. Look for
more “Marvel

Super s o futur o, Bt te codes
and Fan Art Gallery aro  rogularfeatu

o i o A B Ry
our newsst contributing editos, is doing
a lot of last-minute rewriting to insure that

artists. W warned Joe Staton about that!

Dear Tony,
After 1ooking at issue #5 of FOOM
MAGAZINE, I'm gonna subscribe to FOOM
for o long time, They couldn't have picked
bnybody that is or who looks funnier
than you. Man, are you some cookiel
Tony Abernathy.
LaConter, " Kemtucky.
V'm not proud. I'll take subscriptions any
way 1 can gat thom!

Dear Marvel,
You won't believe the numerous com.
M MAGAZINE.

but why 3 full page for cach person?

1ike 10 a3k you to plesse take my suggestions
into consideration and bring back Crime File
and lots of puzzles and gomes. Thanks for
listening to my opinions, After al, you said
it was our mag and you wanted our opinions.

thony Scola
1219 Tasker Strost
Philadelphia, Ponnsylvania 19148

fnd 1 do. Yot | must say that | totally

back? As always, it's your decision.

Dear Tony,

“This is FOOMer #10,306 reporting. Yes,
e 3 Tare e soh o how o  FOOM
Numbar. ight the first time. So
Pttt gliohed

Now if there are any people who doubt
my word out there, just check the envelope
vour Membership Kit came in. s there a
little number inseribed in pen or otherwise
0 vour acdwe e Thae 7 Wt e}
sure ain't your ZIP CODE! I's your
Foom Dicabne, v el 4

. you can take off your dunce

o S v poeidy e i 00

‘another problem ever arises, just call on your

lifesaving Marvelite and you will be saved
from eternal damnation once more.

T.W.Corl

Box 145

Frenchtown, New Jorsay 08825

It figures | can't oven be wrong the right

Doar Tony and everyone clse in
the hierachy of FOOM,

“This is one classy mag, this FOOM #6.1
enioyed the book thoroughly, especially the

Jarvs. interview, which was handied very

0} v
T hovs sommiing i s

appreciated
every issue

In the town north of Georgetown, there
s a Cable TV

month telling the local populace the joys of
collecting. There has boeen great interest in
Marvel here, Spider-Man and the female
s [ a1 6o here Wb,
though, explaining the Man-Thing (who is m
Tovorte rero.of sor) 10 ome e, ATY-
way, |just wanted to Iot you know what | do.
when ' not sending you lotters
Brian K. Morris
Guy Avenue
Georgetown, Illinois6 1846




FOOM salutes your TV sfforts on our behalf,
Brian. Hey, and if any of you other FOOM-
ers out there have boen appearing on tele-
vision or radio lately, let us know. We'd love
to know and share your exploits with the
rest of Marveldom Alltogether.

FOOM #6, thought
o thaSihar Surer oty In e f rormnce,

pages of SUB-MARINER #3435 in which
the Silver Surfer, Hulk, and Subby fought
the Avengers?

1 admit that, atter a while, plain fight
scenes got sort of boring, but the Surfer hes.

in GIANT-SIZE DEFENDERS 7/
ever change the Surfer’s personality.

Facei, the Surfer's got a lot o potential.
Finhing i o (s Lesersgges)
be blowing that poten

Scattdockson

1208 Sherman Street
Vesilanti, Michigen 48197
With a single exception, Scott, the dozens.

to comment

Aslong as we're mentioning some of the.

Wrote in, we want 1o thank the
following for their thought-provoking, intor-
osting, and sometimes just plain heart-werm-
ing letters: Karl Reif of New York, Steve
Tolich of New York,Bill Link of New Jarsey,
Andy Horman of PeterMossner
of Michigan, Duke Mondragon of Colorado
Lin Brunson of Texas, Charles Rutledge of
‘Georia, John Johnston of Michigan, and S.

road, roroad, and

Marvel
575 Modison Avenve
Now York, N.Y. 10022
Lt S fadon nivatl:

THE VOICE OF FOOM
Comics
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You heard it right, o frantic ones! Now
you can purchase SIX full-color, gilnl -size
wxamplee of y poster pageant

hype up your 'ubll Your walls
wondrous. Each poster is an Incredible 2

feot by 3 feet. And hore's the best

sbout thess Marvel-ous m-mrpluces

hey'r yours for the low price of only 52
o Lok wht lyo got

BRUCE LEE by NEAL ADAMS [from The

Deady Hands of Kung Fu ¥1]

CONAN by NEAL ADAMS [from The
vage Sword of Conan #1)
SPIDER-MAN by JOHN ROMITA
THE_INCREDIBLE HULK by HERB

TRIMPE
DRACULA by NEAL ADAMS [from Dracula
Lives #3]

ves
CAPTAIN AMERICA by JOHN ROMITA
Hey, before we leave you to admire our
capricious coupon below, we gotta clue you
in'on a batty Bullpen BONUS that you, yes,

jou can become eligible for. Just order five
of the above | poslor-—lml we'll send you the
sixth one, too! Six poster masterpieces for
the price of five! Who says we're not the
Bullpen with heart?

jor today, art appreciator. At these

prIon they're not going to be available for

and here's an extra boaus for il of our
magnificent members of FOOM (Friends Of
Old Marvel). With any po-m P ordor you get
10% off! Just ‘cause we love ya.
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THE VOICE OF FOOM

We've been literally swamped with mail on FOOM MAGAZINE

#5 & #6, frantic ones. So,

out any delay, let's diginto the

mail-sack and print a few representative comments

Oear FOOM
| (o FOOM MAGAZINE #5 1 o

codos
and Fan At Gallery aro. regular foatures
g

Nothing personal, but FOOM s still » i

tistening to my opinions. Afte i, you said
it ves ur mag and you wanted aur opinions,

Scols
1219 Tasker Streat
Philadelphis, Pennsylvania 19148

0 1 do. Vet | must sey.that 1 otally

would you rathor se0

ibuting editor, s doing

ot of ltminte wriin o s e
our s not only not outdated,
ot Tl 1o W bordar with e otk
Pt scoops ha can dig up.

for the back cover, what's there
0 understond? Mantis is cbviously striking
out against the oppression of women by

the
artists. Wo warned Joo Staton about that!

Oear Tony,

Aftr Tooking t isue #S of FOOM

Laconr Kooy
Vo ot ok etotions sy
.1 con got th

Oear Marv

o,
You won's believe the numerous_com.

but why o full page for ech person

back? As always, it your decision.

Oear Tony,
s FOOMer #110,306 reporting; Yes,

blem ever rises, just all on your
lifesaving Marvelite and you will be

Franchtown, New Jorsay 08825

It figures 1 con't ovan bo wrong the right
.

oor Tony and everyone else in
the Hierachy of FOOM,

his s one classy ma this FOOM #6. 1
enioyed the book thoroughly, e

andied wery.

Vel e, oidrthon - th. el
charscters in partcular, | do have wouble,
housh,explaining the Mon-Thing (who is my.

when 'm ot sending you letters
Brion K. Morris

507 Guy A
Georgetown, llinos61846
2



One of the first visualizations of the Ghost Rider character by Mike Ploog.



