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UNSUNG
HEROES

WRITTEN BY
DOUE PFPRATZ

ANOTHER INSTALLMENT FEATURING LITTLE-KNOWH HEROES
QF “THE FIRST GREAT GOLDEN AGE OF COMIC SUPERHEROES®

WADA0ATER ...

Through the forties, Craallty's Paliee Comlcs featared sguck greats
as Flasticman and Will Efsner's Spirit, but also during almost all of
its existance (in FE=101) it also featared Manbunter, & charcter almost
totally fergetien, Now this is not one of the oniker many Manbunters is
inbabit comlc history, The bost kmown Manhunier was probably the one
put out by Mational at about the asene Hime, but with saueh shorter 1ife
in Adventure #73-92. That Manhanter was by Simon and Kirby, and ane
of the firat they gave up.

Manhunter wore all blue tights and & blue reciangular eye mask.He
was & detective, without superpowers, had a dog named Thor, and in
real life was policeman Dan Richards. [ dom't know who the artist was,
but it wasn't bad art, alihoagh not as good as the other two main
features in Police Comics, Plastieman and The Spirit, Thor was
seemiegly his only fricad and other regular in his stories.

Ome story of interest I have {8 & welrd thing where a mystary
(murder; of course) keeps following Mother Goose Rbymes, called
""Mankoster's Mother Goose®, In if, & Mr. H. Durnpty is pashed off &
wall that he is sitting on, and falls and cas®t be fhoed. It all happened
while bis Lawyer, Mr. King, was counting Mr. Durnpty's msney, his
wife was cating bread and honey, and the mald was hanging sut the
clothes (whem a raven owned by the butler took her gold pin), After
“Mary, Mary, Cuite Contrary'* and " The Cueen of Hearts', Manbusnier
figurad it all ouk, i the super detective style. But only after poar Thor
was shal,

Bat other than that, Manhanter was notking speclal, really, and even
this story had fis faalis; with dintogue like: **Blah-bisk! He didl Jaw-
Juw=faw ", Goodness.

*CONTIMUED ON THE NEXT PAGE FOLLOWEG. cooeiiirrnrnnnaa®89
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Lasting from Champ Comdcs #o-24, Family's Human Meteor was
one of thelr secondary Bereos. In his origin, he was sopposcd to have
golten a wonder belt from an Anclent Tibetian Prince (1) which gawe
him great pewers (you know, flying, great strength, all the standards),
bt in fssues [ have, I see no belt. In (e, I sce very Uttle, for his
costume {8 one of the sklmpicst over worn by by a super-bore. He has
regular boots (really stockings, to Bear the kece) and shorts and & cape,
all in green, hut sther than that, nothing. His only friead and regular
ia Teby, a sbocshine bay who knows his identity,

The Human Meteor seemed to like 1o fight German and Japarese
spys in the United States, and his stories were thick with the patriotic
propaganda of the period, In one story, The Human Meteor asks the
people on & passenger plane 15 all ball out so he can take the plant and
try to gapture the splos, and they are naturally all too glad to, with cries
of ““Just glve us & cifamce 1o belp our countryl*® and **Bring back thoss
splesl®, Very touching.

I Bave seen lllustratbons of The Human Moteor with what loaked 19ke
a belt and alse with a small mask and bands on his arms, but theso
muaatl kave gone bofore the ones [ hawve,

Sl Wz

Mow here's an intercsting character. [ dos’t krow much about him,
only that he appeared for a short while in Meteor Combes. It aeems that
a “certain waxed figure named Theophrastus Bombastus Paracelsus®®
gave him his powers. Since he had always wanted lo be & super-kera
and fight crime, be decided to go supor-hero, with a black and rad
double diamond shaped mask (he bad a mustache), blue boots, red pants,
white baggy armed shirt, and & red cape. He has a nephew Billy and his
parenis [his mothor soems to be Wieard's sistor) as regulars, he
staried off his career investigating & robbery. A ltile man en the comer
is selling dolls that rob houses. Wizard {as be §s called all during the
story; ealy the logo says Captain Wizard) then carrles him off to find
his boss. IV's really & wolrd set-up. This mean guy Is making thess
Lttle men, whe rob for hiem. Ope comes back having failed, and the guy
Blows kis 1op and has his big assistant, Excilir 1, to step on poor Ltile
BER-25, while bollering “*KILLI BILE1%, The guy whe made the dolls
is called only ““Mr. hischief Hirmsell", Wizard words abost twa Bits of
1 aglc, usually saying rothing bul sometimes saying things ke " Tara
L ara Boom Bosen!'. The guy who sold the dolls helps Wizard to beat
Br, Mischicl Himsell and Becomes Wizard's good friends as Baldy
Desn (good gha). 16 fhe third from the Last pancl Mr. Mischiel Himaself
(toaking very Japancse-like) is sald to be *'bohind bars™®, bat there {8
only omne barl

All in nll; this fs in & weird style that is definliely toungue=in=cheok
bumar, It would be worth your time to plok up a copy of Meteor Comlcs



if you have a ehance, and réad it
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Catman Comics from Holyeke featured Catman and Hitlen [of Wik
wom"we all heard), and one of the minar secondary featares of that
mmagazine was a hero called The Hood, wha appeared in issues #5=-27
and 29, His cosbame was above AVETAfe as herads o5 he had & blas
haod and cape. Hangrman style, and Ghe To8t of his outflt was yellow
with red shorts and gloves and blue Boots, his cheat having a red ""H'.
ALl we knew sbout hls {deatity s that he fa Major Tom Wood, and ke
runs around some with a blonds whe Lkes arl, and is ove rall full of
culiarde.

The Hood tended fn domestic erooks and was just anctheor b page
filler. Big Deal,

D, HNABLE

Another magic horo, this time fghtisg mostly the Ceremans,
appeared in Champ Comlcs, and was called Dr. Miracle, Mastor of
Maglc. He ware & sult and & iail and & sed baw e and cape, His
powers cama {rom b magle arfiabet around his neck, although [ Son'l
know his erigin, The ulira patriotic propaganda was here (oo, German
officers were always big, fat, stupld, and cowardly, and he did very
symbolie things like farning them into plgs. Oh yeah, he wore &
masacle in his :i'r;lll L L

German officors saying ““I'm golag to find me & alee quict insane
adylum fo hide inl®® and "1 should ne for have left Chermany! Such
godngs on [ pefer sawl" were really what made this strip what it was.

{This &s all for now, and you won't belleve why 1"en stopping! I'm
setuslly sneering and have & headache bocause of these comics i*we
gatten out; 1 mast really be allergie fo the way they senell [the ald
ralldewed smell,..) Shucks, What a thing for a comlc collector to havel)}

poN°'T FORGET

s The Callector™ #16, ready in July (hopefully), all offset, wrap
srousnd binding, Weork by Fantucchio, Fous, Luchs, Frate, Grelm,
Mocre, Wilson, Vehland, and lots more, (maybe aven & pro or bwag

nes offense, JGF, [ mean & comic proj..Just 25¢ malled flat!

s The COLLECTOR SPECIAL' ready by early July; all offset, wrap~
around # 1,2 % 11, Panoramie {roat & back covers by Johs Fantacchio,
The Complete Saga of Hyperman by Rill G, Wilson, = Believe™ by
Sieve Johnios PLUS reprints, new articles and art from guys Hie
Fantacchle, Foss, Transuee, Grelim, Luchs, Macore, Bilje White, and

mare | Photos, SepTos, and mere | Onby 504 mailed flat




on
radio—the screen — tv

BILL G. WILSON

Simee his debal in the (Iral lasue of Aclion Comics, in 1938, tke
fantastic Man of Stcel has boon one of the most pepalar comilc book
characters ever created. Because of his amaring popularity, many
metlon pletare indastrics, newapapers, and radio broadeasting ind,
decided to cash in on the champion of champlons; thas producing
some of ihe best movies, radlo & TY programs, and comic sirips
ever produced,

Following the intreduction of the J3aperman comdc magazing and
the MeClure syndicate comlc strip the Mutual Radio Network broaght
Supereman io radio, with the volee of Bud Collyer as the Man of Steel.
In the ¢arly 1940%, Paramount Picturcs, alse sccing his popularity,
introdaced the flrstl andmated Superman cartoon sories, which was
widely advertised in a majority of the DC publications of that time
peried, It wai & very popilar serled In ftaslf, and diaplayed a great
deal of detailed layoutls and Ilustirations.

Althsugh Colurmbia Pictures introduced the first live-action motion
pletare based on The Man af Stecl, the first motlon picture company
interested in Superman was Republic. After being turned down at the
offer by DC. Republic went ahead with ther adaption of Capiain Marvel,
Superman’s bitter rival, Then, in 1ME, Colambds sk (8 Epon
themaelves 1o produce & new Supsrman serial, starring Kirk Alyn,
Alyn was already an established actor in Hollywood, and was chosen
for the role of Supereman after & series of Alieull sereen teats, Thia
pcrial adaption of the Man of Stecl differed somewhat from the comic
book version of that same period, but l'u-' the most part it followed
the basic concept of the character, and proved to be a very wells
handicd, pepalar weralon,

S0 popular was that first serial that Columbia produced ATOM
MAN V5, SUPERMAN in 1950, again starring Hirk Alys. This serial
was miraculoudly pepalar; ¢vien more &6 than the firsl serial verslon
which was prodaced just two years before. The villain of the ploture
{Atose Man) soon proved o e one of the screen’s mosl fearsome
fonn Suporman fans all over the world cnce agaln thrilled o the
amazing abilitics of the Man of Steel, as be continued his never-ending
fight againat ibhe forces of evil on the earth.

Probakly the most popular of t ke Saporman actors was Goorge
Reoeven, the busky college bower, foothall player, and wresiling
charmp. Beeves got his first chance at the role of Superman in 1941
when Columbla decided 1o ehange casting and star Bm in SUPERMAN
AND THE MOLE MEMN, When Reoves” popularity was dlecovered and
the popular television program began, this movie adaption was
presented; in & cut version, as a two part episode. Reeves went on to
raake 100 television eplsaded. donwe of which were some of the bost

television programs ai that tirme, This show became the mo, | hit with
fams il aver the world, NO doubt that Reeves would have made 100°s{cont.)

mars eplesdes, had he not cormmitied salcide in June, 1959, As sirange
s it may seem, being that Reeves had always aald he enjaye d the role
&l Superman, the ho killed Memaelf bocause he was wieaty of the role,
ferribly doeprossed, and fecling that his career was going nowhere, It {a
traly a shaeme that such & man, wha did so much to boost Superman’s
popalarity, ended his life because of & fic tlomal, unrcalistie comic

sirip charactor.,

Although the Superman saga had its ups and downs, its tragedics
and hapdicaps, the Man of Steel 501l rotains ks prak of populsrity.
With the current cartoon serles on television, he holds the interest
of the yousgear fans; the fams of lomorraw, And, with the regular camlc
book eplaodes and the ro-introduetion of the old serials and televinion
ahows, he relains the intereat of the experienced collecior, As lomg as
thore are Superman comie books and sirips fo read, and old serinl and
TY reruns, to watch, there will be & Superman fan,, somewhere,

THE CARTOON TO THE RIGHT,,,
was illustrated by one James E,
Warhola, nephow of the promiment
pop artist Andy Warkol, Jim
is & really great artist, and
we hope ta festure more of
hin fantastic artwork in
futare jssues of TG,

DBioth Jim and his uncle ape
torious comic collectors,
in case you dids’t know i,
and bath have conslderably
large collections of comic
beoks, sirips, and big-little
books, not to mention boeoks
copterning thesc subfects, We
hipe You enjoy scoing Jiem's work
a8 much as bo enjoys drawing snd
we enfoy printing it,

k%’
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George Reeves (right )

T
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Kirk Alyn ( below )

Covering hr:l“:p' SuperEAnR"S Suwrrond
adaptions, we first come o the Broadway
muslcsl, ""I"s A Bird... "% & Plane...
its Supermuasn ", which dobated on
Broadway In 1966, with Bob Holiday as
The Man af Steel and Patricla Marand
ai Lols Lane. Although some skeptical
-fl-'..lp-tl.'n'.nn fans downgraded this show,
it was vory enfoyable and Hght- bearted,
Frobably the best part of the show was
the showing of a fow Kryplon scones
from the 1948 serlal,

In Se plember of 19686, an all-now
Euprrna-m carloon show was Introduced
with the radio voice of Bud Collyer an the
Kryptonian Crusader, Then, In 1967, the show
combined with a half-hour Aguasan earison
show to forem the Superman=-Agueaman Hour Of
Adventure, Fimally in 1068, -5-1].-.--!!'!“.1!1 drapped = B0 I gy
Aquaman and sabstitated his e =long r.:.mp:.n.l_q;m, Batrman, Each hero has
his own segrment of the program, and they do not work tegether. Dropped
from the hall-hoor segment of the Superman show, Aquaman began & new,
half-hour eartoon serles of hs cwn, partially sharing i with individusl
orf toam members of the Justice Leagse of America andfor the Teen Titans.
Az it stands naw, The Batman-Supecrman Moar s divided amang Batrman b
Robin, Superman, and Superboy and Krypts, This show provides enjoyrment
for the younger set and helps to keep Suporman®s popularity froem fallicg,
althoigh many timeok if tends to stretch the basie story lines, thereby rulning
iorme groatoriginal eplaodes.

Superman, the sriginal saper-hera, appears to be kere o atay, And It us
hape that If the storles and programs continge 1o progress, that he does stay,

BILL. WILSON

[Eustrations by ALAN HANLEY and BILL O, WILSONM
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Seduction of the Innecent
By Dr. Fredric Wertham

delleled B0
Steve Schulman

The book “*Seduction of the Innocent™ was publisked in the late
fififes. It was writien by Dr. Frodrick Wertham who, in simple words,
whs & ¢omic hater. The book beared only one purpose,. a parpase 1o
wipe out & complele industiry; the COMIC BOOK indastry.

Dr. Wertham attacked comie Boaka at every possible angle. He
showed actual repredactions from pafes of comic books 1o ahow he
neor artwork, abundance of violence, and the lacking script. He Blamed
Juvenile delinquentey on comic bBooaksl

Dir. Wartham was rnoted for the watering down, thinning out, and
cleaning up of comic bodks. As most comic readers know, ihere's &
Hitle seal of approval in the cormer of just about every comic boak in
Amerlics, This was alss caused by Wertham,

A while back on a TY show, Dr. Wertham met with & representative
of CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED. Dr. Wertham siated to the representative
that CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED were evil In the way that ithey kept
children from reading the original movels. The CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED
member, nol kngwing what to say, just muttered that it waass't true,
Here was a chance for Jumping on Dr. ‘Wertham®s casc, | doubt that Dr,
Waortham HAS rend the original navels, or he would have known that
CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED coensor out about 99% of the wiolence and
vulgarity, which was what Dr, Weriham was fighting for.

=7 7y Lf you are
You MEAN THAT THEY r;:i '.r-Hd s;v
ErmEd, LiF,
ACTUALLY ALLOW THINGS ikt

LIKE THIS T BE SENT alao cansed
THROUESH THE MaL? the death of
the well-known
EC Publications.
He stated that
il AFLWGEE wai
too poar and the
scripl was terrible,
"Well Mr. Frazstta, haw Jdo you
like that one "
CONTIMUED NEXT PAGE...

HoW
SHOCKING!

Mustratios by GARY MOORE

3..:

Here®s ome for all you hardesrs superhers fane, He slated that
Batman & Robim were homosexuals and that Wonder Woman was
infended to stimulate the kiddics. Hoo Bayl

Although Dr. Wertham was sincere in his (ight against comie
tandem he succooded a great deal. His dight against comic books has

v
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THE FOLLOWEG I3 A PAID ADVERTISEMENT

FANDOM SHOWCASE #3 is now on sale ([t's all printed wp) for 25§ plus
a bf stamp. Envelopes are 5¢

FAHDOM SHOWCASE #1 features:d offsct pages an well as ditto; cower
by elght dfforent artists; back cover by two artists; Editorial; three
plnaps by JIM HOBERMAN: Faneire Reviews by DAN CAMPRELL;

" The Marvel Mix-gp™ by RON LIBERMAN? ‘Herolc Saga*® in color by
GORDON MATTHEWS; two pleups by KEVIN RICHERT; **Starman*® by
DAYID HELLER; ““The X=-Mern'" by GARY GROTH: horror pocrmas by
LEWE SAUNDERS; an article by WALTER JASCHEK; 5 page LoC
section with letters from Ron Likerman, Gordon Matthews, BDen
Kalchor, and others, and illastrated by CRAIG BATTMER, HOWIE
DREBES, and BEN HATCHOR: plrup of Conan by LARRY HELLER;
spot illees by BRAD SHTULMAN, HEAL POZNER, JACK FETTERMAN,
afd BILL LOTON: and an ad sectionl |

F5 #2 was sold out]! F3 Fl costs 254, no stampal !
Subscriptions are 5 for §1.00.

F& 4 will be owt aoon, and will contain: **Marveldom' & satire by Dan
Campbell; *'Interview with Doc Savage™ satire by JOHMN SWAZY and
DAYID KELLER; “"Brave NHew Worlds" (also foatared in #3) by Wade
Hampion a

DAN CAMPRELL/335 E. Golumbas F‘I.ﬂ..nn-g Branch, Hew Jerecy 07 T4






ANOTHER CupP
OF WINE

LOUIS MORRA

What Tom Christopher was trying o say in his article (“EC
Meetls Connorahip®™, TC #11) swas that the censorshlp of the ECs waa
wrong. [n case at paint, it Is Tom and not the Comlcs Code that | WEGEE,

Tom recalls & certain story which the O1d Witch told in which
the peasants of a village revolied againat the king aed forced lve rats
“own the man's throat, And he follows it up by saying that, adminedly,
it was Barriblo to read, but that {t was almost done like a children's
story. This was, [ think, & good example of the average EC that, while
written and drawn well, did net carry any sort of substantial plot, In
ofher words, done for the sensationalism of it, the reader appeal to that
klnd of thing solely, and not anything that rmade scnse. Previous e that
Tom sums up & crime comie of much the same genre, ihe difference
boing that the crime comic lacked the good art and writing that ike EC
did, and a8 such deserved the censorshlp It received,

Censorahip did EC some good, even §f it dld cause the downfall
of the line. | can stand looking at a pre-code s-f book and one after the
code took power, Pre=cade geis the besefit of excellent art and writing;
in other words, good, except maybe too much violence and not encugh
plot. The post-code has these also and somihing beyond that: platting
that made understandable reading, I"s & general idea, but the rule
usually applies. EC thrived on horror; if not, It would have lived further
usnider the code. 50 Girls 50" in Welrd Sclence #20 was, [ think,
published after the code took effect, And, if not, ten bad cxarmples story-
wise ¢an be thought of affband to counter lbs qualivy,

It waan't right that EC should die with the fly-by-night compardes
whe over-did what they began; no. But in the same re spect, EC should
never hawe causcd the attention ihey did. That's why, when Dr. Wertham
Bogan his campalign, they weore lumped I with the profit-seekers
competing with EC, competing im a market EC was well=get in and
offering the same form of entertainment, i inferior. The kid whe pleked
up the EC and the competitor saw no great diference, His Inte.est Hed
simiply in whatever it was In there that gave him his comle-reading
leka,

Censorship pulled together the field of comics that it finslly
Invaded. It pulled EC together ewen i1 18 caused therm 1o loave, and fi
helpod quite a few ather companles to get their own footing back. Bt
censorahip in goneral? The atory almost always fellows true.

* Continued on the next page followingoees i
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The maln queastion left i whi EC died when thelr main foris,
ikke horror and violence, was remaved. It backiracks to something I
sald a lttle while age;: EC was bought for the wiolence, the horror and
the sex, nothing more, That's what angered Wertham. And it's here
that something s wrong not in the minds af the
people whe advecated getting rid of what was,
hard as it might be to believe and understiand,
ke thing that was scllng not erly EC bt

oihers [n that calagory.
It's difflcult to come o a songlasion

when speaking of consorsbip in any media,
But in EC's case; at least; it was something
badly needed, The pre=code EGs were good,
bt the posti-code EC lssues were even
better, and as far as [ canm sce the mast

legitimate complaint thal can be leveled
against Wertham and his erganization is /(-'(

that it was thelr fault that EC finally died.

LOULS MORRA

Miustration by BILL SCHELLY

PLEASE,.. DoH'T PASS THIS UPI

THE COMIC CAVALIER, a great mew diflo =line,
depends upon everyone reading thas ad to be
successful. A 25 to M page zine printed in
mualti-colored ditto on a variety of colored
paper. HERE'S WHAT #! WILL CONTADN:

*Gordon Matthews' article..."' THE GOLDE
AGE'" af comics was terribly inferior. 2® ART BY.ouas
We are mow living In the trae ong®™

*Eitker & aclenses fetion atory or satire § Wade Hampton
by Dan Camphbell

#A cover reproductlon of BATMAN #32
with imfo on what It contained

=4 Heting of the first 8 comle strips n
Ameries beginaing In 1897

*ooope | A new article dedicated to boo-
boo's in comlics ]

*reccommanded fanzlines; ads] eroaaword
AND MORE! plid & preat new

In fact, to be trathiul, we have not yet adventure str

fimiahed compiling it at the time this ad is

belng writlen. Bat by the time you're reading

i it will be, 5o aend in 254 plus 6F sia o
Alan nghl.l'h‘. 1 Box 297/Eait Mallre, bl2ad

Kewin Alchert

Ben Katchor %
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